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Dear Readers,

December is a very celebratory month with Christmas round
the corner and everyone eagerly waiting to welcome the new
year. We welcome you to 2022's last edition of Edlines Today
where we feature some very interesting articles and insights
from educators in India.

The pandemic has clearly taught us many things, the most
important being to keep going! The education industry also
transformed in many ways, and in our Principal Desk segment
Dr Shilpa Jejurkar from Billabong High International School,
Thane gives insights into instructive methodologies and
procedures such as gamification that were adopted extensively
in the post-pandemic environment. Next, Ms. Bharti who is a
master trainer with Early Childhood Education (ECE), India and
also a puppeteer, storyteller, and writer speaks to us about the
changes in ECE as a result of NEP 2020 in the Rendezvous
section.

This edition features Sunbeam School, Bhagwanpur in our Big-
League Institutions. The school strives to provide an
interdisciplinary approach to students as well as extensive
range of co-curricular activities such as Heritage, Health and
Wellness, and Design for Change clubs, Commerce Colloquium,
Big Fight, MUN, Mock Parliament, among others. using different
learning styles. The Assistant Director, Ms. Pratima Gupta leaves
no stone unturned to create an enjoyable educational
experience for students and prepare them towards their
journey to become global citizens.

The Voice of Educator section by Ms. Srilekha Debnath shares
her journey and experience as an educator and how teachers
play a crucial part in shaping formative years of students.

Our segment is incomplete without our favourite segment on
Educator of the Month and this edition features Professor M.M.
Pant in the Educator of the Month column. He shares his
professional experiences from his life-long journey as an
educator also talks to us about his thoughts on educational
leadership and artificial intelligence in education.

May this edition be an enriching read for you!

We hope you enjoy reading this issue as much as we have
enjoyed creating this for you

DR. SUPRIYA KAPOOR |

Assistant Professor, Trinity
College Dublin

Subscribe to our monthly
newsletter Ed-Lines Today E’
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SUNBEAM BHAGWANPUR

Sited in the ancient and sacred city of Varanasi,
Sunbeam School, Bhagwanpur (estb.1972) is the flagship
institution of the Sunbeam Group of Educational
Institutions (SGEI) which manages seven owned and 17
associate English-medium schools across Uttar Pradesh
— India’s most populous state (pop. 200 million).

Promoted in a modest rented building by the late Dr.
Amrit Lal ‘Ishrat” Madhok and Mrs. Deesh ‘Ishrat” Madhok
to make progressive English-medium education
accessible to the educationally neglected citizens of
Varanasi, the K-12 co-ed day Sunbeam English School,
Bhagwanpur has earned an enviable reputation in the
holy city and beyond for providing high-quality English-
medium schooling supplemented with sports and co-
curricular education to its 3,974 students including 1670
qgirls.

Affiliated with the Delhi-based CBSE, the school's well
landscaped 4.1 acres campus in the heart of Varanasi
provides excellent infrastructure for academic, sports
and co-curricular education. The wide palette of co-
curricular activities and clubs including the Literary, Eco,
Heritage, Health and Wellness, and Design for Change
clubs, Commerce Colloquium, Big Fight, MUN, Mock
Parliament, among others, help students boost their
special intelligences, communication, and leadership
skills. Professional coaching and training are offered in
several... (reaomore)

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Education in its purest form is perhaps an eternal quest
for perfection. The ultimate aim of every educational
endeavor is to stimulate the human mind towards
conquering newer dimensions of knowledge. At
Sunbeam, this process is zealously pursued in the
precincts of every school and the 50 years of the journey
bear testimony to that.

Over 5 decades of evolution the organization has
steadfastly held on to the tenet of imparting education
with a modern vision albeit rooted firmly in the traditional
values and culture of our heritage. The needs of changing
times have necessitated corresponding changes in the
academic delivery systems and pedagogy. Sunbeam
schools have adopted and customized themselves to
provide a learning environment conducive to
accommodate these needs.

A
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Ms. Pratima Gupta

Assistant Director
Sunbeam Group of
Educational Institutions
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THE ONLY WAY
TO TEACH!

In the last two Blogs we have
dealt with the What is? and the
How? As well as the Traditional
vs Competency. Let us now turn
our attention to the Benefits of
one of the most powerful
pedagogical styles of
transacting education in the
classroom. The benefits of
Competency-Based Education
for today’s learners.

We know competency-based
learning is a self-directed and
self-paced student-centred
approach. We also have been
told that this is the best
pedagogy to go by in every
classroom. CBE mainly
determines application of and
final achievement of content,
skills and abilities, hence it is
beneficial for learners/students
and teaching institutions.

Thus, leading students to be
able to achieve mastery over the
content taught while allowing
teaching institutions to achieve
their long-term goals of making
their students 2Ist century
learners equipped to deal with
all real-world scenarios.

We have been told this over and
over again.

So having said that, let us now
talk in some detail of the
benefits of CBE to the learner of
today. We can break it down
further under these headings.

CBE is a personalized way of
teaching, where the student and
teacher work on a one on one
basis, thus ensuring, that
students work at their own pace.
Further to this is the flexibility of
time and place it affords the
learner to conduct their learning.
This would then mean the
student does not have to wait for
onsite instructions from the

physically present teacher to
impart learning, and the student
can avail of the online platform
which had become a necessity
during the Covid pandemic; and
has now become an integral
part of all classroom teaching,
where they can reach out to
their  teachers with any
difficulties they may face or may
encounter along their learning
path. This in turn will ensure that
all learning becomes purpose-
driven so as to enhance student
experiences. (o)

Take the next

Step for your
career
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Ms Bharti Mohan

Master Trainer ECE
(Foundational Years) HRD
Centre D.P.S Society Activity
Coordinator @ DELHI
PUBLIC SCHOOL
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How ECE or foundational learning is critically

important as a key determiner for a person’s
success in adult life?

According to Robert Fulgam- everything | needed to
know in life, I learned in kindergarten. As adults, we all
know the importance of strong foundation. The skills
learnt in the formative years go a long way &
prepares us for the challenges of adult life. So, it's
basically the most important phase of one’s life. Your
personality, your mindset, habits, and your attitude
are important parameters and decisive elements for
your overall success in life. Values instilled during the
early years through stories, songs, rhymes, games
activities are very valuable life lessons and play a
crucial role in shaping one’'s personality and
contributes to one’s success.

How has NEP 2020 impacted ECE in India?

| am so glad that the New Education Policy 2020 has
given due recognition to the early childhood care and
education in India which was the most neglected
section all this while and was handled in an
unprofessional and unstructured manner mostly by
the untrained people owing to the general feeling that
early education is limited to reading and writing ABC
& 123 and that no special skill is required to handle
this age group.

The new policy for education has laid emphasis on
making learning enjoyable engaging and integrated
ensuring holistic growth in different domains of
development specially in the early years of a child’s
life.

What is the situation of Anganwadi?

Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, the education in
our rural areas and Anganwadi was worst hit.
However, the Government has started various
workshops and free training programmes to equip the
teachers and volunteers with the necessary skills to
run these set up more efficiently with community
support. Some NGOs have also stepped forward to
provide necessary support needed by Anganwadi and

Baalwaadis.

Ms Srilekha Debnath

Founder and MD of Accounts
Rockstars: A Learning
Academy

°

C,@ﬁ}ii%}
KN
s o very special expenience o be o
Teacher!!!

| have been an educator for the last 21 years and it
has been an amazingly joyful journey. All these years
seems like a grand collection of millions of shining
moments. | must confess, | am a teacher by chance.
In my younger college days, teaching never came to
my mind as a profession. | was fortunate to begin my
career with one of the best Academic Institutions in
India, City Montessori School, Lucknow. It was a love
at first sight not only with the students but with the
institution itself.

R

Teacher
Empowerment

As teachers we face many challenges in our
profession. Some of these challenges are large
classes, disruptive students, and a lack of supplies
etc. At times, these may make a person feel low,
however | strongly believe that teaching offers
innumerable opportunities to experience joy, both in
the everyday work environment and internally
satisfying. The most enriching is the honour of
knowing that | touch lives each day.

| begin each day with a belief that every child has a
unique character in the diversity of learning towards
growth and development. They all are potentially the
Light of the World and God has sent them to this
world to remove the darkness around. There's so
much reward which | derive from being able to
impart knowledge to the growing child and share the
attitudes that will govern him/her through life.
According to this belief | pattern my teaching

strategies.
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Dr Shilpa Jejurkar

General Manager - Academics, Billabong High
International School Thane

Flourishing in Post Pandemic Teaching

The present students are digital natives. They grew up with
computerized innovations. Educators should tackle significant
issues connected with the transformation of the growing
experience towards students who have different learning styles
and new prerequisites for instructing and learning.

Gamification: It is one of the instructive methodologies and
procedures that increase inspiration and commitment of
students.

With regards to picking up, being engaged and inundated can
further develop your experience greatly. Gamification offers a
unique method for making schooling more pleasant and fun, as
well as expanding efficiency.

Teaching methods of Commitment: It is a mutual growth
opportunity that spotlights on student teacher contact, co-
activity among them, and the dynamic commitment in the
educational experience. Models include:

<4 Adjusted peer survey: electronic administration of composing
with peer audit in classes of any size.

<4 Collaborative learning: students work in groups to achieve
learning objectives.

<4 Students led conferences: engagement of students with
course material through diminutive individual, match, or little
gathering exercises.

<4 Insightful case-based learning: students address certifiable
issues.

<4 Without a moment to spare educating: students read
relegated material beyond class, answer short inquiries on
the web, then take part in conversation and cooperative
activities.

<4 Objectives and Goals: Systems to draw in, wipe out
predisposition, make a level battleground, establish a climate
of commonality and comprehensiveness. (R

READ MORE

Teachers are continually attempting to track
down ways of engaging with youthful
personalities and students. There are,
obviously, advanced perspectives to educating
and more current methodologies.
Notwithstanding, Gen Z play a ton of games for
no reason beyond school. With changing
trends, why not integrate what they know with
pedagogical methods.

Challenges and competitions: Challenges can
be fun, connecting with present solid context.
By transforming an undertaking into a test,
students will feel more required than
customary study hall techniques like a
worksheet. Difficulties can be discussed in
gatherings to support social joint effort or been
given  exclusively to energize friendly
competition.
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PROF M M PANT

) Former Pro - Vice
Chancellor IGNOU

Date of Birth- ¥ IY Jw/,/ 1947

LN IRIRORY  [/lahabad (new knewn as PMA/WJ/)

Zodiac Sign- Cws/w &ﬁ Cancer and Les

Your favourite book- RN 12 &DL Creation, o 1964 book
by Arthur Keestien

First Educational Experience- Tea,c//u}n/g/ Physics ot Motilal
[fehrw 8n,g/t}n,mdn,g« CeJ/eg/e/, Allahabad

The quote you live by- VA 7YFPe % protblemcan
withstond the assault of sustained thinking”

As an educational leader, what has been one of the biggest challenges in your career so far?

The biggest challenge has been to get people to realise that life-long learning should be pursued and there is
more value in learning difficult complex things, because simple straightforward tasks will be automated by Al,
and as humans we should learn to be able to do better than intelligent automation. And that anything that is
worth learning, is worth learning well.

As an educator you have interacted with and inspired several students. Any event that left a
mark on your memory?

A student of class 8, from a School in Jorhat, who asked me a few years ago as to what Quantum Computing
is and how is it different and superior to present day computing. That gave me great optimism about the
future of the young in India.

What is your take on the present-day educational leadership?

Because we don’t have great educational leadership, we will end up with a larger pool of self-determined,
self-motivated, and self-directed learners, who will explore all dimensions of knowledge, rather than just
follow the fancies of some leaders.

How do you view Indian education system after the implementation of New Education Policy- 2020?
To be fair, this question can be responded to, only after the implementation of the NEP-2020, which according
to those who matter is a very long-term plan.

Suggestions for young educators to embrace changes in educational technology?
This is an absolute must. All educators will find themselves much more effective and fulfilled as they leverage
advanced technologies to help achieve their educational goals.
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